QVI RIPOSANO
B  REDVCI DA INGHILTERRA
LE OSSA

DI

' PH ANT PASQVALE
oz PAOLI
PADRE DELLA PATRIA

Lodge of the Nine Muses No 235 visit to

The Corsican British Lodge No 1902
23rd-26th May 2024



Lodge of the Nine Muses No 235 visit to

The Corsican British Lodge

23rd-26th May 2024

HE WORSHIPFUL MASTER DAN WELS AND
HIS SECRETARY BRO.MICHAELWELLINGTON
WERE HONOURED to be received by their
Corsican friends of 1902 Lodge with much enthusiasm
and genuine friendship including many bear hugs and
three cheek kisses! All was a bit overwhelming at first but
we got used to it. Their generosity was embarrassingly
boundless and we were not allowed to contribute to
the cost of food or drink the whole time we were
therel The one exception was at a gorgeous alpine
auberge when Bro. Secretary managed, on behalf of
our WM, to instruct our hosts that our pride would be
mortally offended if we couldn't treat them, to lunch,
at least. As they were six we felt the balance had been
redressed a little.

The WM and | travelled with hand luggage only
(as we had to quickly change planes in Geneva)
containing not only our normal clothes but masonic
kit too. | had to wear my dark suit on the plane and
was sorely tempted to include my gloves and SLGR
apron which surely should have earned me a Speedy
Bording pass?

We landed on an island, approximately 100 by 40
kilometres, that was verdant, fertile and dominated
by several mountains, some of which were snow-
capped. We arrived on Thursday and soon after
booking into our very pleasant boutique hotel we
were feted by our hosts to a dinner, in a wooden
barrel-vaulted room, which being typically Corsican
was very enjoyable indeed. The next day they drove
us on the only road, being extremely circuitous,
that centrally connected the South of the island
to the North to view Pascal Paoli's birthplace. This
was followed in the evening in Ajaccio by their
Lodge meeting with numbers swelled to double
the normal size as 60 brethren enjoyed a flawless
description of the Ist Degree Tracing Board in both
French and English by seven of the 1902's brethren.
| enquired in a speech afterwards, that perhaps on
our next visit we could look forward to it being
described in three languages to include the Corse

No 1902

version? However, if that was asking too much they
could drop the French! That seemed to go down
very well fuelling much patriotic fervour, especially
when one remembers Paoli was driven out by the
French to London in 1769 after losing the island’s
independence and prior to joining the Nine Muses
in 1778 and later the Prince of Wales's Lodge. (No
disrespect intended at all to Bros. Messrs. Miche or
Philip!) A lavish festive board followed where both
of us paid homage to The Corsican British Lodge,
our WM's eloquent delivery in French (honed after
3 years of schooling) being especially impressive
whence our friends remarked that his accent was
impeccable and most unusual for an Englishman!
He presented a large-framed montage of the Nine
Muses and Pascal Paoli's connection with it to
Worshipful Master Pierre Hermain who graciously
received it on behalf of their Lodge.

Next morning we attended a Provincial Grand meeting
of Corsica with over 300 attendees under the G.LD.F
(Grande Loge de France, founded in 1728 and centred
on the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.) Bro.
Secretary was rather self-consciously escorted in first
and alone, representing the (London) Metropolitan
Grand Lodge amid a gloved round of applause. Later
| conveyed greetings to the assembly from our Lodge,
MetGL in particular and UGLE in general. Three hours
later after the formal meeting had subsided we were
feted to late lunch and then in the evening with a lavish
dinner held at a prestigious restaurant overlooking
Ajaccio bay with 70 senior Corse and French Masons at
the pleasure of the Provincial Grand Master of Corsica,
the Most Worshipful Grand Master Jean-Pierre Rollet.
More friends were made and many promises of their
intentiontovisitthe Nine Museswere respectfullylodged.
(Iiterally!)

The next day, in the presence of six of our friends to
see us off, we offered our profuse thanks (especially
to the organiser, Jean Martin Bonetti) and departed
Corsica after what was truly a most memorable and
enjoyable visit.



Grande Loge Nationale Frangaise Province de Corse
Grand Maitre Grand Maitre Provincial
MOST-Wor..Bro.. Jean-Pierre ROLLET RIGHT:Wor:-Bro:. Jean CANARELLI
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DATE NAMES

1778 June 15 | 1. BACH, Joln Chris.. Esq. Spekt i the register “Back ™. Youngest son of
1.8 Bach: b Leiprig '3, After some years i lealy came to England in
"62. 1n '64 began C.FAbel a Gamoen series of concerts which went
on for 17 years. At one of these concerts appearcd a wooderfil boy
performer n the hargahond - the your

Mazart, i due time (o
become himself s Mason, sad to write noble Masonic Occasionsl
musie. | G wrote many wecewfl opeess, and much church music;
aho symphonies, concertos, and chamber mmsic, sorme of which has
been broadcast. Carlini made 3 medallion portrait which Bartollozi
<ograved.  Londoe, 82

1778 June 15 | 1. ROFFEY, - Exq H.

1778 June 18 | | FERRERS, Right Honbl. Earl. ? Robere Shirley, 6eh Earl Ferrers; b.°23,
4757, Succeeded Okt 78.5.G.%

1778 Juse 15 | L. TAMWORTH, Right Hosbl Viscount. ? Robert, son of the above:
Viscoune Tamworth, Oct. 78; 7t Earl Ferress, 87. FS.A. b.'56, 4
1527, There i 2 listle doube 24 1o the identity of these. In Jusse 78
the Seh Earl Ferrers was seil living, but be had no son and 5o one
bore the 2nd title of Viser. Tamworth, He died in Ot 17758 it seens
Kkely therefore that the recurns to G.L. were made after his death.
when his brother had succeeded as the 6t Earl, whose son would

then become Viscr, Tamworth, The Freemassus’ Magazioe, Feb. "%,
gives the dates a5 Viscount Tamworth, 1. 8,12.7%; Earl Ferrers, ). June,
f these are right it setles the marter. The Sth Earl Ferrens was

dicinguidbed a1 2 i 3nd 25 3 Mason; b.'22; entered Navy at carly
ages 2nd Licwt.*41; Postcapen.46. Rear Adml of the Whise, 31,3.7
Vice Adil. of the Blue, 7.12.75:Vice-Adml. (White) 78. FR 861
for obwervations o transit of Venus and “other weful discoverics
ovement of machenstical knowledge™. G.M
66, Juw posibly the Eel Ferrees in list, but slemost
cervimly must reloctamly be written off. § Meds
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twenty-two; after this the numbers fell again, with certain Auctuations, to twelve
in 1850; by 1854 the number was twenty and then, with a temporary spurt up to
cighteen in 1861, it fell to cight in 1868 and 1870, This was the Jowest hmit; from
1870 the numbers mounted steadily to thirty-five i 1888, thirty-four in 1889,

and thirty-five m 1890, In 1891 the numbers dropped suddenly to twenty

five, and they have since vanied between twenty and thisty,

Over the whole period from 1837 to 1938 the average has been from twenty-
one to twenty-two

The small membership round about 1870 caused incidentally some difficulties
in the Lodge, Visitors were impressed to make up the roll of officers and on one
occasion the Tyler was called in to act as J, W, The subject is referred to again in
Chapter Sever

The quesuon of lomitng the number of members was rased in 1897, when
the membenhip was twenty-cight. On 14 December notice was given of a
motion “That 2 Committee be appointed to consider and report to the Lo

to the expediency of fixing any and what limit to the number of Members of the
Lodg:

That the Byelaws of the Lodge do not prescribe any lmit to the number of

The Committee reported on 14 February 1599,

members .... After careful comsideration ... your Committee is of opinion that it i
neither necessary nor expedient to propase any new byelaw limiting the number

{ your members. They however suggest that whenever the number of home

members reaches 30 1o addition should be made beyond that number without

the approval of the members which should be practically unanimous

It s doubefl whether a Bye-Law limiting the number would have been
sanctioned in any casc by the Grand Lodge, but since the report of this
Committee the membership hus been limited to 2 maximum of thirty by a tacit

undenstanding, and indeed, since 1890, has never actually reached that number; it

is now (1939) twenty-six.* with onc Honorary Member in addition,

The Lodge is justly proud of the number of disinguished men whose names

figure on ity membership list. Twenty-six are to be found in the Didiory of

National Biography. One. probably the best known to history, achicved a tomb still
to be seen in Westminster Abbey ~ General Paoli, the Corsican hero ~ though
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his substantial accuracy. This account is of such interest a5 to warrane its being

reproduced in full:

On 14 Janu

7.3 Meeting wa |

he “Thatched House Tavern™, St

BRETHREN
John Hull, Esq., a0 RW.M.
Raphael Franico, Fsq., 35 SW
The Rev. Dr. William Dodd.” s J.W
ere Biggin, Esq., 4 Trea

The Chev
VISITORS
Richard Barker, Esq
William Porter, Esq
Jean By ani, Esgy
On the 23nd following, having obeair the Grand Mavter 10
assemble 3 Masons, and to ke and raise Masons, till a constit
made our, Beother Cipriani was rxised to the degree of
At this Meeting Brother
nd Jewels: at the same time Bro W

proper desigas
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co Jer it as no TCO, 1 ing to
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FAKRVED TO BE 0
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HEC
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onsidered it no!

or admissions

cll, Esq.. admicred

erlain 10 the King of Polind, adiniee

A Viscount Tamworth, mude December Sehb, 1778
ncy General Paoki, Count Giaseppe Poli, Count Aubanis Genrill
sde January 14th, 1

and Count

Farl Ferrers, admitted Jun

His Excellency € Cavelli Venetian Ambassador,

Febru )
Earl of Effmgham, admitted March 15¢
His Excellency Francis D'Ageno, Minister from the Court of Genoa, mad:

Cranstown, made December 10th, 1779
John Zodfans, Esq., and Right Hon. Eael Kelly, admitted December 20th.
Sir Robert Salusbury Cotton, Bare., adimisted April 17th, 1780

Hon, Washington Shirley, made Apeil 4th, 1782

Wand, smade Janasry 9th, 178

Paul de Arconati,Viscount of Milan, muade February 13

d ditto.

Count Gaetano Tosio, of Ven
February 13ch, 17
Ma

Count Andrea Bosel 1, mad

otti, admi

Count Savedra, adm
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Présenté au Vénérable Maitre, aux Surveillants et aux Fréres de la Corsican Bri
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DATE NAMES

S Juse 15| L PAOLL His Excellency, Genl. The Cooscan beso; b.°25, J. 1807,
Expelied the Genocve from Condea, but defeaced by French, to
the Genoese ceded Conica in ‘69, Eacaped to Englind on
Hritish fagate and reached London ‘6% A man of peranal charm
T
o of £1200 pa. It mary be recalled that Dr Johnson afier his
hien wold Bowwell, who had iotroduced them
€0 each other, dut “General Paoli had the lofiest port of any mun
be hud ever mes.” Afier cutbeesk of the revolutive went to Paris

ens, e was lionised and granted civil

090, and s appointed by Louis XV1 militsry Commmndant of
Corvica, Quarrelied with revalutionaries on execution of King
expelied 3l Bonsgarte family from the isind, and offered Kisgdom

of Corviea to Geoege 111,94, who occapied it with British troops,
bt the occupasion was not successil, and Conica was abandoned
10 the French im %6, Paok recurned 1o L 195 and sevtled

there snd huud Lrge and dntinguished circle of Griend. Cenvesph in

Weestrsmter Abbey wieh bust by Flaxman Paok™s body wan reeurned
0 Corsca, 1889,

1775 Jume 15 | 1. POLL Coem Gno

1

8 Jume 15 | 1 GENTILLE, Coust Aubanis v

1778 Jume 15| 1. CAMBIAGY, Com
Ca

No Count Cambiag can be traced: ? Joischim
e hitcrian, Iving ot end of 15ch ceneury

s, Fhoee

1. TAYLOR, Willism Esq
} CASELLI, His Excellency:Venetian Ambassador. R eally CAVALLL,
Venetian Resident in London, 79, Leters from Cavalli to Losd
Hilldborough., Colosial Secretary, are preserved at Recoed Office:
pecvinh. complaining, and of B0 grese interest
] BOTTOMLEY, James. G- Swd B.78; “for maary yeans” (Sadler). On
il Co 1

o mitteo of Insticution fo Girk, W%, J %0,
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as a Roman Catholic he was actually buried clsewhere, and now lies at Ajaccio,
whither his body was removed in 1889 at the request of the Consican people.
Bricf notes will be found in the appendices after the names of those who have
won fame in the arts, the services, of the professions, or have bid the Lodge under
special obligations, while in some cascs fuller treatment is accorded in the text.
We have seen that in the early days of its life the Lodge had a considerable
connection with the ares, and 3 hige forcign clement, especially Tealian, By
1814 both these features had disappearcd, and when we take up the consecutive
written history the membership is found to consist in the main of professional

and business men with 3 sprinkling of the titled, of the leisured, and of the

services. Such it has remained to the present day though a spanse succession of
minor painters, musicians, poets, and architects has maintained down the years 3
frail Haison with the Muses. The Liw and medicine in particular have always been
represented. The absence of the clergy has already be

remuarked: can the pitiable

shade of the Rev. Dr Dodd have exerted a repelling influenc

Of the members bearing Itakian titles of nobility, or in the diplomatic service
of the several once-existing Italian states, nosic seems to have been a man of great
importance.

The Count de Ociras (1783) was son and heir to the Marquis de Pombal, and
succeeded to the title, one of the most illustrious in Portugal. He was Chamberlain
to the unhappy Queen Maria 1 of that country, and spparently followed her in
her banishment to Branl, for he died at Rio de Janciro in 1812, Of the one
Polish member, Count Seidlecki (1778), nothing seems to be known, except that
he had asumed, or was credited with, 4 title which was not his. He is deseribed
as Chamberlain to the King of Poland: but as no complete list of Chamberlains
exists it cannot be said whether his claim to this distinction was better founded.

In the ares the list is more impressive, though of the Nine Muses themselves ope only,
Euterpe, divinicy of music, can show mich of 1 following. Clio has had her devotees it
s true, but neiher can be claimed as 3 Gibbon or a Trevelyan; we have had no wagedian,
no dancer, 1o stronomer, nor any ofator or singer of more than domestic reputatson;
our handful of pocts are all forgotten; and our one known actor, Chardes Botmor (1805),
forsook the bourds to became Diepaty Comptrolier of the Post Office.
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Paoli’s name on the 1782 membership return of the Lodge of the Nine Muses

Extract from the minutes of the Prince of Wales’s Lodge 1800

United by bonds of fraternity, friendship and a shared history May 2024
sh Lodge (N°1902) par The Lodge of the Nine Muses (N°235) Unis par des liens de fraternité, d'ami

é et une histoire commune Mai 2024
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Marca Cose
7760-1858
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L itineracre .

Dés son enfance en Toscane, le G
Florence et 8 Rome, les artistes ang
d'histoire. A Londres, ol sa carriére
Arts, le succés est immeédiat et e!
prince de Galles, elle méne une
dans ses salons musicaux. Amie
peintre Jacques Louis David ¢
dinfluence a travers le monde. S
attire tous les regards mais cont
Maria Cosway trouvera finalem:
eunes filles. C'est l'itinéraire sing
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= Pasquale
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