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version? However, if that was asking too much they 
could drop the French! That seemed to go down 
very well fuelling much patriotic fervour, especially 
when one remembers Paoli was driven out by the 
French to London in 1769 after losing the island’s 
independence and prior to joining the Nine Muses 
in 1778 and later the Prince of Wales’s Lodge. (No 
disrespect intended at all to Bros. Messrs. Miche or 
Philip!) A lavish festive board followed where both 
of us paid homage to The Corsican British Lodge, 
our WM’s eloquent delivery in French (honed after 
3 years of schooling) being especially impressive 
whence our friends remarked that his accent was 
impeccable and most unusual for an Englishman! 
He presented a large-framed montage of the Nine 
Muses and Pascal Paoli’s connection with it to 
Worshipful Master Pierre Hermain who graciously 
received it on behalf of their Lodge.  

Next morning we attended a Provincial Grand meeting 
of Corsica with over 300 attendees under the G.L.D.F 
(Grande Loge de France, founded in 1728 and centred 
on the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.) Bro. 
Secretary was rather self-consciously escorted in first 
and alone, representing the (London) Metropolitan 
Grand Lodge amid a gloved round of applause. Later 
I conveyed greetings to the assembly from our Lodge, 
MetGL in particular and UGLE in general. Three hours 
later after the formal meeting had subsided we were 
feted to late lunch and then in the evening with a lavish 
dinner held at a prestigious restaurant overlooking 
Ajaccio bay with 70 senior Corse and French Masons at 
the pleasure of the Provincial Grand Master of Corsica, 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master Jean-Pierre Rollet. 
More friends were made and many promises of their 
intention to visit the Nine Muses were respectfully lodged. 
(literally!)                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                     
The next day, in the presence of six of our friends to 
see us off, we offered our profuse thanks (especially 
to the organiser, Jean Martin Bonetti) and departed 
Corsica after what was truly a most memorable and 
enjoyable visit.  

THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER DAN WELS AND 
HIS SECRETARY BRO. MICHAEL WELLINGTON 
WERE HONOURED to be received by their 

Corsican friends of 1902 Lodge with much enthusiasm 
and genuine friendship including many bear hugs and 
three cheek kisses! All was a bit overwhelming at first but 
we got used to it. Their generosity was embarrassingly 
boundless and we were not allowed to contribute to 
the cost of food or drink the whole time we were 
there! The one exception was at a gorgeous alpine 
auberge when Bro. Secretary managed, on behalf of 
our WM, to instruct our hosts that our pride would be 
mortally offended if we couldn’t treat them, to lunch, 
at least. As they were six we felt the balance had been 
redressed a little.

The WM and I travelled with hand luggage only 
(as we had to quickly change planes in Geneva) 
containing not only our normal clothes but masonic 
kit too. I had to wear my dark suit on the plane and 
was sorely tempted to include my gloves and SLGR 
apron which surely should have earned me a Speedy 
Bording pass? 

We landed on an island, approximately 100 by 40 
kilometres, that was verdant, fer tile and dominated 
by several mountains, some of which were snow- 
capped. We arrived on Thursday and soon after 
booking into our very pleasant boutique hotel we 
were feted by our hosts to a dinner, in a wooden 
barrel-vaulted room, which being typically Corsican 
was very enjoyable indeed. The next day they drove 
us on the only road, being extremely circuitous, 
that centrally connected the South of the island 
to the North to view Pascal Paoli’s bir thplace. This 
was followed in the evening in Ajaccio by their 
Lodge meeting with numbers swelled to double 
the normal size as 60 brethren enjoyed a flawless 
description of the 1st Degree Tracing Board in both 
French and English by seven of the 1902’s brethren. 
I enquired in a speech afterwards, that perhaps on 
our next visit we could look forward to it being 
described in three languages to include the Corse 

Lodge of the Nine Muses No 235 visit to 
The Corsican British Lodge No 1902
23rd-26th May 2024





Paoli’s name on the 1782 membership return of the Lodge of the Nine Muses

Extract from the minutes of the Prince of Wales’s Lodge 1800

Presented to the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren of the Corsican British Lodge (No 1902) by The Lodge of the Nine Muses (No 235)          United by bonds of fraternity, friendship and a shared history          May 2024
Présenté au Vénérable Maître, aux Surveillants et aux Frères de la Corsican British Lodge (N°1902) par The Lodge of the Nine Muses (N°235)          Unis par des liens de fraternité, d'amitié et une histoire commune          Mai 2024
















































