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A BRIEF HISTORY….

Winsor McCay created thousands of pictures to create the first animated cartoon 
“Gertie the Dinosaur” (1914)
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THE THAUMATROPE…………….
• The thaumatrope was invented in 1825. 

Depending on the source, the invention is 
credited to three different people: Peter Roget, 
also the creator of Roget's Thesaurus, Dr. John 
Ayrton of Paris, and Dr. Fitton of London.

• The thaumatrope is a simple device with two 
different images, one on the front and one on 
the back. A piece of string is attached to each 
side. By quickly rolling the string between your 
fingers, the two images appear to blend together 
making one image.



4

THE PHENAKISTOSCOPE……………
• Developed in 1833 by Joseph Plateau in 

Brussels, the phenakistoscope is 
actually one of the oldest motion picture 
devices. The device consists of a 
cardboard disc with evenly spaced slots 
cut along the outside edge. The face of 
the disc is divided into pie shaped 
sections containing a series of images. 
The center of the disc is attached to a 
stick or dowel so it may spin freely. By 
holding the image side up to a mirror, 
spinning the disc, and looking through 
the slots, the images create a motion 
picture.
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THE ZOETROPE………………………….
Although an unknown Chinese inventor 
discovered an early version of the zoetrope 
in 180, the invention was credited to 
William George Horner in 1834. The 
zoetrope is based on the same principles 
as the phenakistoscope. The zoetrope 
consists of paper bands of pictures or 
images placed inside a revolving drum. To 
view the zoetrope movie, the viewer looks 
through slots on the outside of the drum 
while it rotates. You can change the band 
of pictures to vary your viewing pleasure.

Go back to slide #2 to talk about Winsor McCay
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FLIP BOOK ANIMATION……………
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1919- FELIX THE CAT………….

Otto Messenger creates Felix the Cat in 1919. This was the first time that an 
animated character exhibited such a degree of personality and really is a 
milestone in animation history.
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1928- WALT DISNEY…………….

Fantasia
Swiftboat Willie

Walt Disney studios became a famous milestone in animation history when the 
studio created the unforgettable character of Mickey Mouse in his first film 
“Steamboat Willie”
The studio produced another groundbreaking film in 1940. Fantasia is still a critic 
favourite in animation circles with its blendes animation and musical score.
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1937- “SNOW WHITE
AND THE SEVEN DWARFS”

In 1937 Disney studios created Snow white and the 7 Dwarves where narrative, 
characterisation and music created a new form of animated film making
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1957-DR SEUSS

“CAT IN THE HAT”

1968-THE BEATLES

“YELLOW SUBMARINE”
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Wacky Races

1969- Scooby Doo

1965- The Charley Brown and Snoopy Show

1934- Betty Boop

1956- Speedy Gonzalez

1940-50 Bugs Bunny
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1987-The Simpsons- In 2005 this show became the longest running TV show in 
HISTORY, surpassing The Adventurers after its 15th season.
The Family Guy, South Park, Spongebob Squarepants and The Powerpuff Girls
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MANGA…………………...

Japanese cartooning has developed as a huge industry. Some of the most 
famous Manga movies, such as Akira and Ghost in the Shell, have directly 
influenced Hollywood films such as The Matrix, Sin City, 300 etc
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STOP MOTION ANIMATION………

Piece of Stop Motion animation (click on picture to activate movie)
Morph by Aardman Animation- famous creates of Wallace and Gromit
Stop motion paves the way for films such as Tim Burton’s “The Corpse Bride”
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The Morph files. Narrated by someone famous???
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Katie Nash- “Foundations”
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Click to activate my stop motion video!!!
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DIGITAL ANIMATION…………………………


